IN THE CLAIMS 



1 . (Currently amended) A voltage generator configured to bias a word line from a 
boosted voltage having a first polarity to a second voltage having a second polarity, the voltage 
generator comprising: 

a first charge pump having an output; aed 

a second charge pump having an output coupled to the output of the first charge pump, 
wherein the second charge pump is adapted to be controlled by a precharge signal, signal; and 

a voltage regulator having an input directly coupled to the output of the first charge pump 
and an output directly coupled to the output of the second charge pump. 

2. (cancelled) 

3. (Previously presented) The voltage generator of claim 1, wherein the output of 
the first charge pump is connected directly to the output of the second charge pump. 

4. (Previously presented) The voltage generator of claim 3, further comprising: a 
voltage regulator having an input coupled to the outputs of the first and second charge pumps. 

5. (Previously presented) The voltage generator of claim 1, further comprising: 
a level detector having an input coupled to the output of the first charge pump. 

6. (Previously presented) The voltage generator of claim 1 , wherein the precharge 
signal is a word-line precharge signal. 

7. (Currently amended) A voltage generator configured to bias a word line from a 
boosted voltage having a first polarity to a second voltage having a second polarity, the voltage 
generator comprising: 

first means for pumping charge to a voltage source; and 

second means for pumping charge to the voltage source, wherein the second means for 
pumping charge is adapted to be controlled by a precharge signal, signal: and 
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means for regulating the voltage source, the means for regulating the voltage source 
having an input directly coupled to an output of the first means for pumping charge and having 
an output directly coupled to an output of the second means for pumping charge. 

8-11. (cancelled) 

1 2. (Previously presented) The voltage generator of claim 7, further comprising: 
means for detecting the voltage level of the voltage source. 

13. (Previously presented) The voltage generator of claim 7, wherein the voltage 
source is a voltage source for negatively biasing a word line. 

1 4. (Currently amended) A voltage generator configured to bias a word line from a 
boosted voltage having a first polarity to another voltage having a second polarity, the voltage 
generator comprising: 

an oscillator; 

a first charge pump having an input coupled to the oscillator and an output for generating 
a first voltage responsive to an oscillating signal from the oscillator; 

a voltage regulator having an input directly coupled to the output of the voltage generator 
first charge pump and an output for generating a second voltage responsive to the first voltage; 
and 

a second charge pump having an output directly coupled to the output of the voltage 
regulator, wherein the second charge pump is adapted to be controlled by a word-line precharge 
signal. 

15. (Previously presented) The voltage generator of claim 14, further comprising: 
a level detector having an input coupled to the output of the first charge pump and an 

output coupled to the oscillator. 
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1 6. (Previously presented) The voltage generator of claim 14, wherein the second 
charge pump is adapted to pump a predetermined amount of charge to the second voltage 
responsive to the word-line precharge signal. 

17-24. (Cancelled) 
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